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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER S PROSPECTIVE VISIT TO IRAN 
REF: COLOMBO 2458 

1. PRIME MINISTER SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE LEAVES COLOMBO 
OCTOBER 27 FOR OFFICIAL VISIT TO IRAN WHICH WILL END 
OCTOBER 30. PRESS REPORTS HERE INDICATE TALKS DURING 
VISIT WILL BE CONFINED MAINLY TO IRANIAN FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO SRI LANKA AND MRS. BANDARANAIKE'S INDIAN 
OCEAN ZONE OF PEACE (IOPZ) PROPOSAL. SECRETARY OF 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MDFA) 

W.T. JAYASINGHE AND MDFA DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
ELMO SENEVRATNE LEFT COLOMBO OCTOBER 21 AS ADVANCE 
PARTY. IUSTICE MINISTER FELIX DIAS BANDARANAIKE, WHO 
HAD TALKS WITH IRANIANS RE FINANCIAL ASSITANCE DURING 
AUGUST VISIT TO TEHRAN, AND SECRETARY OF PLANNING 
MINISTRY H.A. DE S. GUNASEKERA WILL BE AMONG THOSE IN 
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THREE-FEET,EIGHT-INCH HIGH BABY ELEPHANT WILL ALSO 
ACCOMPANY MRS. BAND ARAN AIKE TO BE SURPRISE BIRTHDAY 
GIFT FOR CROWN PRINCE REZA. 

2. COMMENT: CEYLONESE ARE HOPING PRIME MINISTER 
BANDARANAIKE WILL BE ABLE TO SIGN VARIOUS AGREEMENTS 
TO BEGIN FLOW OF SUBSTANTIAL IRANIAN FINANCIAL 
ASSTANCE TO SRI LANKA. SHOULD HOPE BE FULFILLED, IT 
WOULD BE SECOND INSTANCE OF CEYLONESE RECEIVING 
ASSISTANCE FROM OIL-PRODUCING COUNTRIES, FIRST BEING 

21 MILLION DOLLAR KUWAITI CREDIT. 

3. VISIT WILL ALSO HELP SMOOTH CEYLONESE FEATHERS WHICH ERE 
SLIGHTLY RUFFLED BY SHAH'S OMISSION OF SRI LANKA FROM NATIONS 
HE PROPOSED AT SEPTEMBER 19 SINGAPORE BANQUET SHOULD 
GROUP THEMSELVES TOGETHER TO PROMOTE SECURITY AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN REGION. THERE HAS BEEN 

SOME SPECULATION AND PUZZLEMENT HERE AS TO 
WHETHER OMISSION WAS MEANT TO BE DELIBERATE SNUB. 

SHAH'S FAILURE MENTION 

SRI LANKA WAS ALSO QUESTIONED 

IN NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY. JUSTICE MINISTER REPLIED 
THAT COUNTIRES LISTED WERE THOSE THAT EITHER HAD DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH BOTH IRAN AND IRAQ, OR WITH NEITHER 
(CEYLONESE AMBASSADOR TO PAKISTAN IS CONCURENTLY ACCREDITED 
TO IRAN). JUSTICE MINISTER ALSO SAID THAT IRAN PERHAPS 
WANTED RESIDENT CEYLONESE DIPLOMATIC MISSION AS IS CASE IN 
IRAQ, BEFORE ASKING SIR LANKA TO BE MEMBER OF REGIONAL 
UNION. FOR CEYLONESE DIFFERENCE IN PAST HAS BEEN THAT 
IRAQ IS THIRD LARGEST MARKET FOR CEYLON TEA WHILE TRADE WITH 
IRAN HAS BEEN VERY SMALL. 

VAN HOT J.F.N 
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